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Douglas county,” when Mr. Learnard
offered the following as a substitute:
“That the Council concur in the amend-
ments of the House, relating to the ap-

Iates to Douglas county, and amend the
amendment of the House, giving three
delegates to Wyandott county, by giving
said county two delegates,” C, J., page
166, 201.

Feb, 2. “On motion of Mr. Nash, the
Council refused to concur with the Honse
in its amendment to Council Bill No. 80,
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The Constitutional Convention Law,

The last Kansas Legislature passed a
lsw for the election of delegzates to a
Coustitutional Convection, A copy of
that Act as it passed, and as we under-
stood it to have been signed by the
Governor, was published in the Herarp
or Farepom of Feb. 12th, yet the *con.
vention law as signed by the presiding
officers of both Houses, and approved by
the Governor, and autheuticated in the
printed statutes, differs materially, in the
apportioomont of delegates, from the Act
passad, and never received the sanetion
of either brauch of the Legislature, Does
this serious defect vitiate tha lagality of
that law ? ' To place the matter in as
clear a light as possible, the following
summary of the various steps through
wirch ths convention bill passed before
it became an Act, is condensed from the
Journals of the House ard Cotneil,

This bill originated in the Couneil,
hence it is unnecessary to follow the
House Bill through its various stages,
from its introduction on the 224 of Jan-
uary, to the vote on the 31st by which it
was “laid asids,” and the Council Bill,
No. 80, taken up.

January 21at, 1850, Mr. Holliday, from
Committee on Federal Relations, reported
and recommended for passage, Council
Bill No. 80, An Act providing for the
formation of a Constitation and State
Government for the State of Kansas,

Itead o first und second time and re-

ferred to s Selest Committee—Council
Journal, page 121,
25, the bill
in Committee of the Whole, and its
passage recommeuded. Ii was again
considered in Committee of the Whole
in the afternoon of day,
and passed. Jan. 26, reported to the
Iouss, Jan, 31, “Mr. Roberts, of Loaven-
worth, moved that House Bill No, 141
be laid aside, ang that Couneil Bill No.
80 be taken up.”” Carried.

Mr. Roberts then “moved that the
House agree to the Council Bill with the
following amendment :

“Strike out all after the words ‘to wir!

in the 4th section and second line, and
insert the following :

“The county of Wyaadatt shall consti-
tute the first district, and shall elect three
dolegates ; the county of Lesavenworth
shall constitute the second district, and
shall elect seven delegates ; the connty of
Atchison shall constitute the thinl dis-
trict, and shall elect three delegutes ; the
county of Doviphan shall constitute the
fourth district, and shall elect four dele-
gates ; the county of Brown shall consti-
tute the fifth district, and shall elect one
delegate ; the county of Nemaha shall
constitute the sixth district, and skall
elect one delegate; the connties of Mar-
shall, Washington aud Arrapahbos shall
comypose the seventh district, and shall
elect one delegate ; the county of Jeffer.
son shall constitute the eighth district,
and shall elact two delogates ; the connty
of Calhoun shall constitute the ninth
district, and shall elect ore delegate;
the county of Riley shall constitute the
tenth district, and shall elect one dele-
gate; the county of Pottawatamie shall
constitute the eleventh district, and shall
elect one delegate; the county of John.
gon shall constitute the twelfth distriet,
and shall elect two deloiates ; the coun-
ty of Douglas shall constitute the thir-
teenth district, and shall’ elect six dele-

Jan, was

the sams

gates ; the counties of Shawnea and |

Weller shall compose the fourteenth
distriet, and shall elect threa delegntes ;
the counties of Richardson, Davis, Dick-
inson nnd Clay shall composa the ff-
teenth district, and shall elect one dele-
gate ; the county of Lykius shall consti-
tute the sixtosuth distriet, and sball elect
two delegates; the county of Frauklin
shall copstitute the seventeenth district,
and shall eiect one delegate ; the counties
of Breckenridgs and Madison shall com-
posa the eighteenth district, and shall
elect two delsgates; the counties of Wise
and Buotler shall compose the nineteenth
district, and shall elect one delegate; the
county of Linn shall constitute the twen-
tieth district, and shall elect two dele-
gates ; the county of Anderson shall con-
stitute the twenty-fimt district, and shall
elect ona delegate ; the counties of Cof-
fey and Woodson shall compose the
twenty-second  distriet, and shall eleoct
two delegates; the counties of Hunter,
Greenwood, Godfrey and Wilson shali
composs the twenty-third district, and
shall elect one delegate; the countics of
Bourbon, McGee snd Dorn shall composs
the twanty-fourth district, and shall elect
two delegates ; the county of Allen shall
constitute the twenty-fifth distriet, snd
shall elect one delegate.

“Also, fill the blank in Section 5, line
1st, by inserting *‘Atchison.’

"Carried ; and the bill as amended, was
passed.” L J., pages 211, 212,

The bill as amended was returned to
the Counail, Feb. 1st, when the following
action was taken :

“Moved by Mr. Root, that the Couneil
eanour with tia House, with the exception
of the place of holding the Convention.

“Mr. Nash moved that one delegats be
hke'n from Wyandott and given to John-
son,"

These motions were laid upon the ta-
ble.

Mr. Holliday moved to amend by a
substitute for all after the words *‘section
15, which motion failed.

“Moved, by Mr. Learnard that the Coun-
¢il comeur in s0 much rofers to the

-prmion-ant, but not to the place of
holding the Convention. g

“Mr. Challis moved to amend, that the
Council do coneur in all the amendmonts
made fu the House” which was not

to. %

Dr. Root moved an amsndmeént o
Learard's motion, “by taking one mem-
wh "";'i' < ' -~ -Le«-

considered |

with reference to the place of holding the
| Convention,” C. J., page 214

| The same afternoon, the Sec. of the
. Council, informed the House of the action
r:nl' the Council, when Mr. Wright moved
to concur in all the Council amendments
except that relating to the place of hold-
ing the Convention,
| On motion of Mr. Vaile, Mr. Wright's
motion was amended 3o as to concur in
‘all the OCouncil amendments. The
| amended motion carried yeas 25, nays 6.
| H. J., page 2386,

The Bill was then reported back to
| the Council. C.J, page, 222,
| Feb 3, On motion of Mr, Holliday a
concurrent resolution was passed, direct-
ing “that the enrolling clerk of the Coun-
| cil shall be, anl is hersby required to
correct said error, by inserting in said
|seventh scotion of said Act, the ‘first
Tuesday of December, A. D. 1859 as
the duy for the election of officers un
der said Coostitution.” C. J., pags 224

The resolution was reported to the
| House for its concurrence in the afternoon
| of the same day, and concurred in. H. J.,
| page 251. The Council, the same day,
| pissed a resolution directing the enrolling
clerk to return to that hody, Council Bill
No. 80, in reference to the Convention,

Nothing further appears in reference to
it till Fen, 11th, when the Governor's
Message announced his approval of the
Bill.

The Bill as published in the Statutes,
gives Doniphan five instead of four deie-
gates;J efferson one instead of fwo; Leaven-
worth fen instead of sevan; Wyandott none
instead of {wa, 1t slso crested the seven-
teenth district, composed of Waeller,
Breckenridge and Wise counties, and the
twenty-first district, composed of Madi-
gon, Butler, Hunter,” Gresnwood, Godfrey
and Wilson counties, instead of creating
the counties of Weller, Breckenridge and

|

ties of Wise and Butler the ninetesnth dis-

\wood, Godfrey and Wilson the twenty-
’lh:rd district,

i The Convention law as published in
| the Statutes, is a literal copy of the orig-
inal House Bill iutroduced by Mr. Rob-

portionment, excepting s0 much sa re. !

triet, and the counties of Hunter, Green-

Territorial Soversigntry.

‘We attemnpted, twe weeks ago, to show
that if the peor!s of a Territory are pro-
hibited, by ihe United States Constitution,
| from probibiting slavery by legislative en-
actment, they are equally prohibited from
sbolishing it by constitutional provision. |
The editor of the Lecompton Iemacrat
replies by saying :

“We answer the above question by
citing the fuct that during our Territorial
existence, we are wholly governed in our
| legislation by the act organizing the Ter-

ritory ; that act admits the constitutional
right of the people to probibit or institute
slavery, but dves not and_canuot clothe
\ the representatives of the people with any
|such power; hence, when the people, in
their sovereign capacity, ratify a Constita-
|tion for a State government, and are ad-
| mitted into the Union as a State, we are
no longer governed by the Constitation of
the United States or the Organic Act,
touching our domestic affairs, but by our
State Constitution, which may either pro-
| hibit or institute slavery.”
| ‘The representatives of the people, he
| admite, may frame a proviso against sla-
| very, but it can have no force till it has
| been ratified at the polls by the peple.
| Why has unot the legislature the same
|right as a Copstitutionsl Convention, to
| frame a statute against slavery, and sub-
mit it to the people for ratification ? At all
|times the Coostitution of the United
| States is the “supreme law of the land.”
| The Organic Act concedes them as much
| power in the one case as in the other. It
provides, “ That the legislative power of
the Territory shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation, consistent with the
| Constitution of the United States and the
provisions of this act,” The prohibition
of slavery is not a “rightful subject of leg-
| islation,” il the legislative power does not
extend to it. Moreover, the Organic Act
| declares, that its true intent is to laave the
| people of any Territory or State “perfect-
[1y free to form and regulate their domes-
tic ingtitutions in their own way, subject
only to the Coustitution of the United
rStates.” If it is not unconstitutional to
| abolish slavery, the people may so enact,
according to the tenor of the Organic Act.
Bat the idea that the people can prohibit
lslavu:y ouly by a direct vote, and not then
{till they come to adopt a State Constitu-
tion, is absurd. The soyereignty of the
people over slavery, taking as true that

| Congress has no power over the gunestion,

Madison the eighteenth district; the coun, | {5 as perfect before the formation of a

| State Constitution as after. i
The Kansas-Nebraska act makes no
| specification as to the time when the peo.
i ple of a Territory may decide on the ques-
tion of slavery. The clapse, that “when
admitted a8 a State or States, the said
| Territory or any portior: of the same, shall

erts, and is in every essential particular, | be received into the Union with or with-

the ariginal Counedl Bill, with on ly verbal
corrections.  Yet it is anthenticated by

out slavery, as their Constitution may
| preseribe at the time of their admission,”

| Hoea 8. Waise, Esq., Becretary of |is asimple guaranty thut Congress shall

State, as a true copy of the enrolled law
|on file in his office.

The Convention law which we pub.

Feb. 12th, was put in type from an exact
copy of the Bill which passed both
Houses, the clerk loaning us the Bill for
the purposo of copying it. ®It was on the
outside pages, which must have gone to
| press on the Bth of Ibbhruary, The Gov-
| ernor, in the interim, had assured ns that
ha would approve the Bill on the 9th
|inst., and we published that as the date
| of his approval,

| The original Bill of the Council must
|have been enrolled by the carelessness of
the clerks, and presented 1o the officers

of the Conncil and Honse for their sig- |

vatures, and by the enrolling committee
| and by the Governor for his approval.
To snn up the matter, tho Legislature
| passed an Act which was nover signed by
[the Governor. The presiding officers of
|1ha Legislature and the Governor signed
| & Bill which never passed the House at
| all.
The conclusion to which we amive is

incontrovertdlle that the Bill signed by the
| Governor, was either that laid aside by
{the House on the aftersoon of January
d1st, (ses page 211 of House Journal,)
which was never afterwards taken up by
| that body or acted upon in the Council,
| or else it was the Council Bill in the form
in which it passed that body, but which
wasamended at the same time, Jan, 31st,
| the House bill was tabled, and was acci-
dentally enrolled without the House and
subseqnent Council amendments and sent
to the Governor for approval. Yet evi-
dently it is not the law which the
Legislature intended to pass, and if the
two laws had been presented to him he
would have signed that—giving the seals
to the Wyandott members, in accordance
with the manifest intention of the Legis.
latare,

Thank Heaven.

Soon after the close of the American
Revolution, and the treaty of peace with
| Great Britain had been signed, George
Third issued a Proclamation ordering a
day of prayer and thanksgiving, A court-
ier approached bim, and inquired what
the people should thank beaven for? “Is
it,” said he, “because we have lost the
thirteen Ametican colonies, and the
brightest jowel in the British erown #7

“No !” replied the king.

“Is it because our ablest Generals have
been defeated and disgraced by coming
in contmot with raw and inexperienced
militia #7

“No I

“Is it because of our bankrupt ex-
chequer, and the heavy national debt
which a soven years' war has entailed on
us

"Nﬂ."

“If it plassa your Majesty, let me sgain
inquire why a national thanksgiviog has
been ordered st this time 7

Looking his querist full in the eye, the
king, in asubdued voice, replied: “Thank
God for the small favors he has vouch-
safed us, and particularly that he bas left
to the British crown what little remains
o us"”

If the Republicans in Eansas were to
thank heaven for anything in regard to

Thind, we take it they would thank God
that they had been saved from wutter an-

Mr. | nihilation, z -

J (roy Democratis defanch, -

the late election, like his Majesty George

not make the slavery question a bar to
| admission, as the old Free-Soilers would
Iha\m done, It confers no power ou the

lished in the Hemarp or Freepom of | People, and does not prescribe wien the

prople shall prohibit or establish slavery,
This clause is simply a declaration of nun-
intervention ou the part of Congress.
In snother article, explanstory of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act, the editor states
that: “In the Senate of the United States,
| on the 23d of February, 1859, the mem-
ibm heard that the Kansas Legislature
had usurped the sovereign power of the
| people, and violated the Kansas-Nebras.
[ka Act Ly abolishing slavery;” but he
{ adds, “that the Legislatures of both Kan-
tsas and Nebraska refused to wsurp the
power of the sovereign people.” Will the
| editor point out the clauge of the Kansas-

Nebraska Act which the Lugislature came
50 near violating ? It is “usurpation” in
the representatives of the people to abol-
ith slavery, but does not seem to be so
regarded when ther legislation i3 for sav-
ery. The first Kansas Legislature conld
catablish a slave code, yet not n single
Democratic editor charged that it had
been done by usurping the power whick
the people could exercise only in the rat-
l ification of a State Constitution.

We do not deny the right of the peaple
of a Territory to prohibit slavery, for we
believe that they can a8 constituticually
do this at any time before the formation
of a State Coustitution, as then. They
can do this, because the Constitution of
(the Unpited Btates does not place slave
property on the same basis as other prop-
erty. It creates slavery nowhere, and

 dues not make the ins:itution legal wher-
ever it goes, But, if we wera to start from
{the Democratic stand-point, that slave
| property stands on the same basis with other
{ property, we should not hesitate to avow
| the position, that the people of a Territo-
ry have at no time any greater right to
prevent the owning of slaves within ita
limits, than they bave to prevent the
owning of land-—in short, that the aboli-
tion or prohibition of sluvery is not a
“rightful subject of legislation.”” This is
| just what the South affirm, and just what
| the Lecompton Constitution afirmed in
| the following words ; “The right of prop-
|erty is before and higher than any con-
stitutioval sanction, and the right of the
owner of a slave to such slave and its in-
creaso is the same, and a« inviolable as
the right of the owner to any property
whatever.”

We battled the Lecompton Constitu-
tion because it not only was not the work
of the people of Kansas, and had not re-
ceived their indorsement, but also be-
canse it contsined this provision—affirm-
ing the inviolability of slave property.
While the South supposed it possible to
make a slave State of Kausas, by the op-
eration of popular sovereignty, which was
attempted by the passage of a Territorial
slave code, they defended the right of
the people of & Territory to legislata for
or agminst slavery. But when the Free
State party was likely to gain the sscen-
dency, they abandoned it, and in the Dred
Seott decision, and the provisions of the
Lecompton Constitution, enunciated the
contrary doctrine, that slave property is
as inviclable as other property.
Buchanap, in one of his messages, re-
marked : “The friends and supporters of
| the Kansas and Nebraska Act, when strug-
gling on & recent occasion to sustain iw
wise provisions before the great tribunal
|of the American peopls, never differed

Everywhere throughout the Union they
publicly pledged their faith and their
honor that they would cheerfully submit
the question of slavery to the decision of
the bona-fide people of Kansas, without
any restriction or yualification whatevlr.”
Now, many take the bold stand that
slavery must be protected in the Territo-
ries, by the passage of a Congressional
slave code. Others are not willing to al-
low the people to pass upon the question,
till they have sufficient population to en?
title them to come in as & State. The
sovereignty of the people is whittled
down to an infinitesimal stand-point,
while the sovereigoty of the slaveholder
over his slave property is inviolable, The
latter may bring his elaves into the Ter-
ritory as soon as it is organized, and prac-
tically institute it here, and secure the
passage of & glave code for their protee-
tion ; but the people must wait till they
have a population of 93,000 before they
can abolish it! Such popular soversignty
may be Democratic, and national, but it
will not be indorsed by the people of
Kansas.

The Day of Proclamatons,
The world has lately been prolific in
proclsmations. We bave had proclama-
tions from France, Austris, Sardini#, and
an address from Kossuth. All these have
been uttered in defence of the rights of
the people, and most reverently appealed
to the God of Battles. Coincident with
these addresses, another has appeared in
this hemisphere, from the pen of William
A. Phillips, dedicated to the Republicans
of Kausas, adorned by Beriptural quota-
tions, in tone as despairing as a religious
martyr—most devontly calling on the Re-
publicans mnot to lower the standard of

counties, or anywhere else.

Louis Napoleon, Francis Josepk and
Victor Emanuel issued their addresses
prior to the copflict, Phillips issues his
after the struggle. They wrote a letter
to the world, and prepared to give their
enemizs the bayonet and the cannon ball.
He drops his ballot into the box, and gives
his friends a sermon calculated to weak-
en their councils and giveaid and comfort
to the enemy.

For two years or more he has been
complaining that the Free State party is
too large, and with Conway, Thacher,
Vaughan, Plumb, and others, hus been
laboring to diminish its numbers and re-
move frem it those who especially stood
in the way of their ambition, They have
effectually succeeded in weakening the
party, and now whine at the result, For
two years they have labored to introduce
tests into the party that would drive from
it every person unwilling to worship at
the shrine of Greeley, or confide in the
eccentricities of Garrison.

Having now nearly destroyed the par-
ty—as all men of common discernment
predicted they would—they undertake
to volunteer advice for the future! Ver-
ily, advice from such a quarter must be
truly valuable! As in their mission to
destroy the influence of thosein the party
whom they cguld not control, they hesi-
tated at no falsehood, libel or perversion,
80 now, when they wish to refover a ma-
jority lost by their folly and crime, they
as fulsely prate about their devotion to
principle—as if they had any beyond the
accomplishment of the objects of their
ambition.

Our sage adviser says all claims, real or
bogns, must be repudiated. Of course this
must be expected from hém. Supported
in our Territory as a correspondent under
a large salary, during our struggles, reap-
ing therefrom arich harvest of items, from
which he in turn reaped s richer harvest
of gold, it would bs uojust to call upon
him, or his glorifiers, who have heen
mauking peouniery capital upon our mis-
eries, Lo contribute a few dimes to allevi-
ate the poverty of those who were robbed

here, Of course, others of his genius, who
were, during our struzgle, safely ensconced
(in the States, or like Conway, laboring
under a silary far away from *“the smoke
11:[ the enemies’ camp,” should be permit-
| ted 1o libel the sufferers, claim the credit
lof the victory, aud reap its rich rowards,
:'l‘!;c_s- do not want Sam. Walker, J, A,
) Wakefield, Rev, Mr Lawis, E. Heath, and
| a host of others, to recoive any remunera-
| tion-whatever, although their sufferings,
sacrifices aud losses secured freedom to
Kaosas, and prepared the way for those
wha now libel them to pursue their am-
bitious projects and seek their fortunes in
safety and with ease.

The Beglstuy Law,

The Lecompton Democraé makes the
following comments on that statute

“The following will show the true
character and objects of the law :

“/Sgor1on 14. No pemmon shall be enti-
tled to vote who has not been duly rogis-
tered, according to the provisions of this
chapter.”

“As uo such power is conferred on the
Legislature by the Constitution of the
United States, nor by the Organic Aet,
the law is clearly unconstitutional aod
will doubtless be so decided should any
case srise’to test the question, but we
advise every person to comply with the

law.*

We think the Democrat will find it
difficult to draw = distiuction between the
constitutional power of States and Ter-
ritories to enuct a registry law. He may
not think the people of a Territory sove-
reign over the question of suffrage. Bat
Cougress who passed the Kansas-Nebraska
Act, the President who has endorsed it,
and the Bupreme Court which the editor
claims, has pronounced that Act constitu-
tional, all are against him.

The sactions of that Act which de.
fine the qualifications of voters at the first
election, contain the following proviso :
“Bu: the qualifications of volers, sod of
holding office, at all subsequent elections,
shall bs such as shall be prescribed by
the Legislative Assembly.”

This Kanses-Nebraska Bill has been
the corner-stone of the Democratic faith.
The Democrsts of Kavsas give evident
indications of repudisting it is toto,

(27 Brown county elects 8. A. King-
man, independent, snd Nemahs county
Col. Wright, Republican, sither havifg

sbowt ifs_true mesming on Liis »

£8 JUns k

their principles for success in the border |

A Parallel,
'We are told in sacred history of a cer-
tain king who had grown mighty, and
magnified himself above every god, and
spoke marvelous things agninst the God
of gods. He did ot regard theGod of
his fathers, nor any god, for he exalted
himself above all,
That his power might be felt he erect-
ed an image, and sent an herald abroad
commanding “sll people, nations and lan-
gusges,” when they heard the music
which he should cause to be played, to
gl down and worship the image which
be had set up, and whoso should vot fall
down and worship, should be cast into
a burning, fiery furnace.”

Whea the king had reached the zenith
of his fame, and he was seated on his
throne in the palace, he was heard to ex-
claim trinmphantly : “Is not this great
Babylou, that I have built for the house
of the kingdom by the might of my pow-
er, and for the honor of my majesty '

The historian continnes :

“While the word was in the king's
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven,
saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee
it is spoken; the kingdom is departed from
”“:-And they shall drive thee from men,
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts
of the field : they sball make thee to eat
gress as oxen, and seven times shall
over thee, until thou know that the Most
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will,

“The same hour was the thing fulfilled
upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driv-

en from men, and did eat a8 OXen,
and his body was wet with the dew of

| heaven, till bis hairs were grown like

eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds'
cluws.”

Four years ago a party was organized
in Kansus, which became prominent, and
before it was driven all upposition. Every-
where it was victorious, and it rejoiced in
its power, New men came into it, “who
kuew not the God of Abraham,” and they,
like Nebuchadnezzar, became oppressive,
intolerant and proscriptive, In time they
set up an fmage, and sent their heralds
abroad commaunding all persons to wor-
ship it, else they should be disgraced by
their party. Bo powerful did they deem
themselves, they imagined that every-
thing must fall before them. But in the
midst of their rejoicing the hand writing
appeared on the wall, and the interpreta-
tion followed : *God hath pumbered thy
power, and finished it. Thou srt weighed
in the scales, and found wanting. Thy
party is divided, and given to the Democ-
ncr."

Notwithstanding the command that the
people should worship no other god than
that which they had set up, yet the par-
ty has been turned out to grass. After
grazing on timothy “until their hairs have
grown like cagles’ feathers, and their pails
like birds’ claws,” we shall hope to see
them return to the God of their fathers,
and worship none other than Him,

The Tornade.

The storm of Suuday night was far
more severe south and west of us than
here. At Bloomingtou, we learn from
our correspondent, houses, trees, and
fences were blown down., Mr. Hullowell’s
kitchen, built in the rear of a fine “rough-
cast” cottage, was blown to atoms, and
everything in it swept away, The bouse
belonging to Messrs. Palm & Munsou,
who were carrying oo the blacksmith and
wagon bisiness, was shattered into frag-
ments. Mr. Pulm, who was in bed at the
time of the demolition, wassent flyiog into
the sir for awhile, and then safely landed

of their all in the struggle for fresdom |

on terra-firma, but too late to rescue his
breeches from the onward sweep of the
wind.

We are also indebted to Mr, W, B.
Wells for the following letter :

WiLrow Seaixes, K. T,
June 20ch, 1859.

Ep. Heratp or Feeepow :—8m :—
Our little village was visited last night
about nine o’clock, with one of the most
viclent storms [ have ever witnessed ; it
blew down nearly all the fencing in the
neighborhood—no serious damage other-
wise at this place, sxcept the end of one
house blown out. [ huve heard from the
surronding country for some forty miles .
Many houses were prostrated and uoroof-
ed at Burlingame ; a flash of lightning
struck Bratton’s house but no serious
damage was done. Judze Schuyler's and
many other houses in the neighborhood
wera greatly damaged ; at Baldwian City,
one house was blown down and four of
the family seriously injured ; at Black
Jack 1 have jost learned, there were six |
houses blown down aud unoroofed ; at
Bull Creek, several houses were blown
down. Since I commenced writing, I
bave received a letter from MeCamish,
stating that the west room of G. W.
Wells' Hotel was blown down and his
little son was in the room on a trundle
bed under the large bedstead, but he es-
caped unhurt. The wind was so strong
that Mr. Wells could not stand up; he
made severa! efforts to get to his son but
was blown down, but he finally succeeded
in rescuing him, Esq, Pickering’s stable
at Lanefield, was also blown down. The
damage done to the crops is great,
amn:l‘i:mgm thomndns dol& Sev-
eral houses were blown down at New Sants

Fe, Mo. I am yours with res
1 W. 8 WELLS,

To-Pre-smptors.

The following letter from the Genersl
Land Office on the subject of pre-emption
will be peculiarly inoteresting ot this
time:—

Gexeran Laxp Orrr
Angust 25, 1858,
Tb Register and Receiver at Nebraska Ciity:
GesTLEMEN :—As this office bas been
repeatedly cotified of an erronecus im-
ion which seems to* prevail to some
extent amoug pre-emption claimants in
your district, whose claims are in coptest
snd unadjudicated, I deem it proper to
refer you o page 9 of 'Mg:':ll In-
structions,” where you will that
where lands are in controversy, and the
test:mony has been submitted to you, such
lands cannos be entered or sold until such
and 3&2«“&1 i 2o
a 1 r 1o you, directing
what disposition shall be made of them.
No of the chsracter mentioned
e ok e e ol s
offering unti
received at office. S,
Yourofios. 8 WILSON:
Acting Com. of the G’ mo&;
027" The gold news is more encouraging
than ever—bai still guestionable as to
whether the digeings will prove sufficient
for & large emigration.

(7 A pew packet line of steamers |

e

Ram In the Cornfield,

Our Illinois exchanges contain some
tall stories as to the damage being done
by rats in the central partof that State.

The Bloomington Panfagraph says:

“Farmers from all parts of the coun
inform us that theircorn has been consid-
erably dnm rata, The rats dig
below the -eat thekernels, Mr,
Hefner, who resides in Money Creek
wrmhimkilkd mors than two hundred
rats a short time ago. He countad his
victims until their number reached two
hundred, when he sto connting and
continued killing. elearn that eleven
bundred rats had been killed on Jesse
Funk’s farm, and Cyrus Jones in(ormr us
that his fist day’s work in the rat killing
basivess was quite successful. He put
one hundred and fifty huge fellows out of
misery and intends to favor many more
with the same kind of treatment. When
we saw him yesterday he was negoliating
for a rat terrier. Jacob Heiser, who lives
three miles south of Twin Grove, informs
ns that the rats have made a ‘dead set’ at
his corn, and that many of his neighbors
are in abont as bad & fix as himsell
One of his cornfields containing eight
acres, has been fairly riddled by rats—
some of which he thinks are nearly as
large as yearling kittens. He says the
entire field will not yield a dozen bushels.
His rats are very tame; they come from
the cornfield in the day time, when they
and the weather are dry, and drink out of
washtubs in front of his door. He was
in the city yesterday for the purpose of
laying in & stock of ammunition, with
wgich he intends to slanghter the long-
tailed animals that grow fatat hlsﬁ-
‘HD'&

We also find in the Rockford Register
the following:

“RaTts. RaTs.—We learn by the Spring-
fieed Daily Independent that Logan county
ig literally overrun with rats, The plague
begins to look as formidable as that whicn
overran Egypt. We hear of one man
who had eighty acres of corn dug up and
devoured by them, and in every direction
their ravages are more or less severely felt
The people are more orless constrained
to offer $100 in premiums, to be paid at
the coming County Fair —$50 for the lar-
gest number killed, $30 for the second,
and $20 for the third. Under this stimu-
Jant wa are told that one man has already
killed nearly one thousand!

Rats breed every six weeks, and their
litters average about a hall dozen. At
this rate one pair of parents will produce
the number of 80 per annum. A thous-
and pair would, therefore, produce 80,000
per annum, From what wé have seen in
that county, we should think the product
full two millions per annum! We intend
to competa for the biggest prize.”

Lawrence is now overrun with them,
and at their rapid rate of increass, they
bid fair, soon, to prove as much of a pest
here a5 in Illinois, unless extermination

commences,

Fire—Loss, $7,300

On the morning of the 10th inst., about
4 o'clock, a fira was discovered in the
east end of the Garvey Block. The
citizens were called outand and promptly
responded. That partof the block front-
ing on Fifth street, was entiroly of wood
and was burned to the ground. That
part fronting on Eansas Avenue was of
stone, and saved by the manly exertion of
several of our citizens, by cutting and
tearing away that part of the wooden
building joining, thereby disconnecting
the fire from the main building. Forone
hour and & half the flumes rosa to the
heighth of thirty feet above the ruins—
Thers was not a particle of air stirring—
Had the wind been high, other buildings
would have shared the same fate. The
Topeka House, just across the street from
the fire, was well guarded with water—
Messrs. Whiting, Thompson, Leubart,
Climenson and others exerted themselves
uobly to save property from the fierce and
fast destroying flames. There are others,
probably, who merit a8 much for having
worked as hard ss these whom we have
named.

Mr, G. W. Meade, who kept a dry goods
store in one room of the block, had his

# removed into the street in some
hurry, Time was notgiven by the excited
persons who kindly undertook the re-
moval of Mr. Meade's goods, for the
gvods to be delivered in shipshape, but
every one snatched what he could get his
hanz on and bolted. However, no goods
were damaged, and we are sure that none
were pilfered, a8 some ball dozen ladies
undertook the task of overseeing as soon
as they were deposited on the opposite
side of the street from the fire, and they
removed those of fine texture into the
storehouse of Messra. Morphy & Farns-
worth. The loss to Mr. Garvey is about
£5,500, of which amount, §4,600 is cov-
ered by insurance in the JEtna compaoy,

Mr. Morse, who was keeping s hotel in
the building, estimates his loss at fiftesn
bundred dollars.

Mr. H. G. Young lost between three
and four bundred bushels of corn. Bev-
eral hundred dollars worth of liquor was
destroyed.

Messrs. Brannes & Klein, boot and shoe
makers, lost goods to the amount of §50
A certain young man, on being awakened,
and seeing the flames looming up around
him, jumped from his bed and pulled his
pautaloons over his head, instead of in the
natural way of feet foremost, and jn::::
throngh the window., He was
care of. It isthought by some persons
that the fire was the work of an incendi-

ary.

Land Office Decision.
In a case ted from Kansas, the
Gereral Land Office decides that wherea
-emption claimant settled on the pub-
ic land prior to the survey, and after the
survey it was found shmt his claim partly
lsy in a school s be was entitled
wthmmthl;r:m the Loeci of his
lat embraci in the s8c-
Enu, within "‘hlch :I.“ﬁln for the whole

emption rights 1o
certain settlers on school sections in Kao-
sas, &, is enlarging in its tendencies, and
i and extends the privileges of
pre-emption. It should therefore be ad-
ministered libarally. The settler conld
not divide his filing. He bad to file for
the whole clsim at the same time. He
did pot file within thres months after the

304, 81 Josoph. % ey
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. taken
oat with the pick snd shovel. In & single

Greeley's Report,

GeeoorY’s Dioarvs, near Clear Creek.

in the Rocky Mouutains, June 9,59,

The undersigned, none of them miners,
nor directly interested in mining, but now
here for the express purposs of ascertain-
ing and setting forth the troth with regard
to a subject of deep and general interest,
a8 to which the widest and wildest diver-
sity of sesersion and opinion is known to
exist, unite in the following statement:

'We bave this day personally visited
peatly all the mimes or claims already

' in this walley, (that of a listle
stream-Tunning into Clear Creek st this'
point,) have witnessed the operation of
digging, transporting and washing the
vein-stone, (a partially decom , or
rotten quartz, runving in regular veins
from south.-west to between
shattered walls of an impure granite,)
have seen the gold plainly visible in the
riffies of nearly every sluice, and in nearly
every pan of therotten quartz washed in
our presence; have seen gold, (but rarely)
vigible to the naked ege, in pieces of the
quartz not yet fully decomposed, aud have
obtained from the few who bave already
sluices in operation, accounts of their sev-
eral cts, as follows:

Zeigler, Spain & Co., (from South Bend,
Ind.,) bave run a sluice, with some inter-
ruption, for the last three weeks; they are
four in company, with ope hired man.—
They bave taken out a little over three
thonsand nnyweights of gold, esti-
mated, by them, as worth at leass $3,000;
their fist day’s work produced $21; their
highest was §495.

Sopris, Hendurson & Co., (from Farm-
i Ind.;) bave run their sluicesix days
io all, with four men—one to dig, one to

, snd two to wash; four days last
:::{ produced $607. Mondsy of this
week, $280; no further reported. The
have just put in a second sluice, whi
only began to run this inorning.

Foote & Simmons, ((rom Chicago,) one
sluice, run four days; two former days
pruciuced $40, two latter promised us, but
not received,

Defrees & Co., (from South Bend, Ind.,)
have ruo a sluice eight days, with the fol-
lowin g results: first day, $66; second day,
880; third day, $35; fourth day, $305;
(the four following days were promised
us, but, by accideut, failed to be received.)
Have just sold half their claim, (a full
one, 5 feet by 100,) for $2,500.

Shears & Co., (from Fort Calhounn, Ne-
braska,) have run oue sluice two hours the
first (part of a) day, produced §30; sec-
ond (first full) day. 343; third, (to-day,)
£510; all taken from within three feet of
the surfuce; widened to eighteen inches,
at a depth of three feet.

Brown & Co., (from De Kalb Co., Ind.,)
have been one week oun their claim, car.
rying their dirt for half s mile;—have
worked their sluice s day and a half—pro-
duced $260; have tuken out gquartz speci-
mens conwiving from 50 cents to £13
each in gold; vein from eight feet to ten
feet wide.

Casto, Kendall & Co., (from Butler Co.,
Iowa,) reached Denver, March 20Gih;
drove the firt wagons to these diggius;
have been here five weeks, worked first
on @& claim on which they ran a sluice but
one dey—produced $225; sold their claim
for $2,500; are now working a cluim on
the Huuter lead; have only sluiced one
day, three men employed, produced $85;

Colman, King & Co., one slnice, run
half a day, produced £75.

Shorts & Collier—Bought our claims
seven days since, of Casto, Kendall & Co,,
for $2,500; $500 down and the balance
as fast as takenout, Have not yet got
our sluices in operation. Mr, Dean, from
lowa, on the Bth inst., washed from a sin-
gle pan of dirt taken from the claim, §17,
80. Have been offered §10,000 for the
claim.

8 G.Jones & Co., from Eastern Kansas—
Have run our sluices two days, with three
men; yield $225 per day. Think the
quartz geverally, in this vieinity, is gold
bearivg. Have neverseen a piece crushed
that did not yield gold.

A, P. Wright & Co., from Elkhart Co,,
Ind. Sluice but just iu operation; have
not yet asscertsined its products. Our
claim prospects from twenty-five cents to
$1,25 to the Enn.

John H. Gregory, from Gordon Co.,
Georgia. Left bome last season en routa
for Frazer River; was detained by a suc
cession of accidents at Ft. Laramie, and
wintered there. Meanwhile heard of the
discovery of gold on the Bouth Platte,
and started on a prospectiog tour on the
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountaivs
early in Januvary. Prospected in almost
every valley from Cuache La Poudre creek
to Pike’s Peak, tracing many streams to
theirsources. Barly in May arrived on
Clear Oreek, at the footof the mountains,
30 miles south-east of this place. There
fell in with the Defrees & Zeigler Indiana
companies, and William Fouts, of Mis-
sourl. Weallstarted up Clear Creek pros-
pecting. Arrived in this vicinity May 6;
the ice and snow preventsd us from
pecting far below the surface, but the fimt
pan of surfacedirt, on the original claim,
yiolded $¢ Eucouraged by this success
we all staked out claimsy, found the “lasd”
comsistivg of burut quartz, resembliog the
Georgia mines, in which I had previ-
ously worked, Soow and ice prevented
the regular working of the lead till May
16¢th. From then until the 23d I worked
it five days, with two baods, result, $972
Soon after [ sold my two claims for $21.-
000, the ies buying to pay me, after
dadncdngp.:;nir expenses, lhg&nnh‘
from theclaim to the amvunt of §
week until the whole is psid. Bince
time I bave been prospecting for other
parties at about $200 Have
struck another lead on opposite side
of the wvalley, from which I washed §$14
out of asingle pan.

Some forty or filty sluices commenced,
are not yet in ; but the owners
inform us that their “prospectiog” shows
from 10 cents to $5 to the pan. As the
“leads” are all found on the hills, many
of the miners are constructing trenches to
carry water to them, instead of building
their sluices in their ravines, and carrying
the dirs thither in wagons, or sacks—
Many persons who have come hers with-
m:raviﬂnu or money, are compelled to
work as common lsborem, at from §1 to
$3 per day and board, until they can pro-
ey o pevepecing. bellding Haioesoi

Lo pros; ote.
Others, vot Mﬁpld the third day, or
disliking the work necessary to obtain it,
leave the mines in disgust,
short trial,

after a very
there is o gold here
es. It should be re
the discoveries made thus

instance only did we hear of wall.rock too
bard for this.

p———
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obvious disadvantages, which must 4 -
pear with the growth of their expegi‘::ﬁ
and the improvement of their now 4,
machinery, llli: at the same time €njoy
advantages which cannot be retaiged in.
! ; nor rendered universal, Ty
‘are all working very near & small mountai
stream, which affords them an excellong
supply of water for washing at 4 very
cheap rate; and, though such streams ars
very common here, the leads streich over
-hills and considerable mountaing,
dowa which the vein-stone must be ¢y
ried to water, al & serious cost. It does
uvol seem probable that the thousands of
claims already made or being made op
these loads can be worked so profitably iy
the average as those alreadyin Operation,
W hear already of many who have wory.
ed llmr_cluim- or duys (by panning) with.
out baving “raised the color,” as the hrase
is—that is, without baving tuumr sy
gold whatever. We presume thousands
are destined to encoauter lusting and yyer
di intment, quartz veins which begr
no gold being a tmmineul feature of (i
geology of all this region.
We cannot conclode this slatement

without smumn; most earnest] iy
a renewal of the infatuation u"i;i:tfmt;:E

pelled thousands to rush to this region 5
month or two since, only to turn back be.
fore reaching it, or to hurry away imms.
diately after, more hastily than they came.
Gold-mining is & business which em|.
nan}ly requires of ita votaries capital, ex.
perience, energy, endurance, and in which
the highest qualities do not always com-
mand success. There may be hundreds
of ravines ss.rich in gold as that in which
wa write, and there probably are many:
but, up to this hour, we do not know thy
mj‘-’ ltlntt:.hla been discovered. There ure
said to ve thousand le alrend
in this ravine, and bnndr‘d?l:l?:m lmunl.i
into it daily. Tens of thousands more
have been passed by ns on our rapid jour.
ney to this place, or beard of us on their
wuy hither by other routes, For ull these,
uearly every pound of provisions ang
supplies of every kind must be huuled by
teams from the Missouri river, some 700
miles distant, over roads which are mere
trails, crossing conntless unbridged water-
courses, always steep-banked, and ofien
wiry, and at times so swollen by raivs
to be utterly impassible by wagons. Pant
of this distance 1s a desert, yielding gress,
wood and water only st intervals of sov-
eral miles, and then very scantily, To
atlempt to cross this desert on foor i
madness—suicide—murder, To erou it
with teams in midsummer, when (he
water-courses are mainly dry, aud the
grass eaten up, is possible to those only
who know just where to look for grass and
water, and where water must be carried
along to preserve life, A few months
hence—probably by the middle of Octo-
ber—ihis whole Alpine region will be
snowed under and frozen up, 80 as o pat
a stop to the working of sluices, if not w
mining altogether. gl'lmra. then, for a pe-
riod of st least six mouths, will be neither
employment, food, nor shelter within five
hundred miles for the thousands pressing
hither under the delusion that gold may
be picked up here like pebbles ou the
sea-shore, and that when they arrive bers,
even though without provisions or mouvey,
their fortuves are made. Great disap-
pointmeut, great suffering, are inevitalle;
few can escape the latier who arrive at
Denver City after September without sm-
ple means to support them in a very dear
country, at least through a long winter,
We charge those who manage the tele-
graph not to diffuss a part of our state-
ment without giviog substautially the
whole; and we beg the press generally
to unite with us in warning the whole
people against anotber rush to these gold-
mines, as ill-advised as that of lnst spring
—a rush sure to be followed, like that, by
a stampede; but oue far more destructive
of property and life.  Respectfully,
HORACE GREELEY,
A. D RICHARDSON, *
HENRY VILLARD,

Heduction of Mail Bervice,

We see it stated that the Postmaster
General contemplates reducing the mail
sorvice between Jefferson City and Lex.
ington to three times a week. We are
sorry o learn this fact, as & daily mail is
as much peeded on that route as any we
know of, aud our representatives should
nbtlmea counteract this movement il os-
wible,

The ohject is to rednce the expenses of
the department, but we thiok to do this
the Postmaster should strike at the big
leaks. For instance, we have two over
land routes to California, one of them—
the SBouthero—costs 600,000 dollurs, yet
it is almost useless so far us carrying
mails is concerned, as it is well knowu
nearly all the latters and papers go by the
Isthmus. Bo far ma the accommadation
of the people and busivess of the coue-
try is concerned, it wonld be a wuch les
detriment to them to stop this Southern
routs than even to ourtail the services
betwoen Jefferson City sad Lexington,
and then thers wonld be s handsome
item of money saved, whereas, the sav-
ing on the Lexington route would, at wost,
amonnt to but & few thousand dollars—
Tndependence Mo., Messenger,

The Distriel Court,
A fow days ago the Court passed upon
a subject that is of some interest to a cor-
tulu class of people here,
It will be recollected that the Legisls-
ture of last winter an nct cutting
off the right of action u

liabilities cou-
tracted out of the Territory, if that right
of action had accrued two years befora the
commencement of Lhe suit, It was mace
to take effect immediately upon its pus-
e, and was intended for the protection
of thoso who had been ruined in the crash
of 1857, sud were disposed to remove
west with & view of securing for Lhem-
selves and families & home.

The Court decided that, inasmuch =
the act took effect immediately, it would
be no bar to actions which would bave
survived had it vot been i

ade subsequent to its passage,
: far uh:ah district s covesrned, the
question is settled.—Leav. Lolger.

07 Dr. Geosae B, Wissmp, ssid ©
be a man of extraordinary Eh,“ul pos-
o, made two attempts in Boston the
ather evening te leoture for the first Ume
before an sudience, but on each gecasion
faint as to 1o

after utterirs




